CLECKHEATON 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cleckheaton  Urban  District  Conncii. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1896.  In  preparing  this 
I have  included  statistics  of  the  first  6 months  of  the  year  (a  period  when  I did  not  hold  office), 
recognising  that  a report  of  the  past  6 months  only,  could  convey  no  means  of  comparison  with 
the  year  1895. 


The  population  estimated  at  12,440,  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  may  be  Vital  Statistics, 
regarded  as  thus  distributed  in  the  three  wards  : — 

Cleckheaton  10,064. 

Scholes  1,776. 

Oakenshaw  600. 

The  total  Number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  338  of  which  154  Births, 
were  Males  and  184  Females.  This  is  an  increase  of  12  on  1895.  The  Total 
Annual  Birth  Rate  is  27T7  per  thousand  population  in  the  District,  as  compared 
with  26'3B  in  the  year  1895.  The  separate  numbers  and  rates  for  such  are  as 
follows  : — 

NUMBER  Rate  per  1,000 

Cleckheaton  ...  ...  273  ...  27*12. 

Scholes  ...  ...  51  28*71. 

Oakenshaw  ...  ...  14  ...  ...  23*83 

The  Total  Number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  185,  namely  Deaths. 

93  Males  and  92  Females,  being  a decrease  of  42  on  the  number  for  1895  and  an 
increase  of  3 on  that  for  1894. 

This  is  equal  to  a Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of  14*87  per  thousand  population 
this  being  a favourable  contrast  with  the  rate  (18*37)  for  1895. 

The  Distribution  and  Rates  are  as  follows : — 


NUMBER  Rate  per  1,000 

Cleckheaton  ...  ...  150  ...  ...  14*90. 

Scholes  22  12*38. 

Oakenshaw  ...  ...  13  21*66. 

Five  of  the  deaths  in  Oakenshaw  Ward  occurred  at  the  North  Bierley 
Joint  Hospital. 

The  number  of  infantile  deaths  registered,  that  is  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  was  52,  being  a decrease  of  12  on  the  number  registered  during  1895. 

These  52  are  equal  to  a percentage  of  all  deaths  for  the  year  of  28*1,  to  a per 
centage  of  all  births  for  the  year  of  15*38,  and  to  a Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of 
4*17  per  thousand  of  population  at  all  ages. 

This  contrasts  favourably  with  the  rate  of  6*18  per  thousand  in  1895. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


Ages  of  Death 
Incidence. 

Old  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Whooping  Congh 
Influenza. 

Phthisis. 


Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory 
Organs. 

Heart  Disease. 


The  “Infantile  Mortality”  is  therefore  160-88,  that  being  the  rate  pet* 
thousand  births  for  the  year.  This  is  45-43  less  than  in  1895.  The  contrast 
shown  in  the  ensuing  table  brings  out  the  fact  of  the  rapid  decline  in  mortality 
when  the  first  year  of  life  is  past. 

Amongst  the  causes  of  death  are  found  the  following  figures  : — Premature 
Birth  11,  Diarrhoea  8,  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  8,  Whooping  Cough  8. 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was  19,  an 
increase  of  8 on  the  number  in  1895.  This  is  equal  to  a percentage  of  all  deaths 
of  10-27,  and  to  a percentage  of  all  births  during  the  year  of  5-62.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  therefore  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  is  61,  a decrease  of 
30  on  the  number  registered  during  1895. 

This  is  equal  to  a percentage  of  all  deaths  of  32-97,  to  a percentage  of  all 
births  of  18-04  ; and  to  a Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of  7-36  per  thousand  of  the 
whole  population. 
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The  total  number  of  registrations  of  death  of  those  over  70  years  of  age 
was  29.  The  combined  ages  of  these  amount  to  2,182  years  or  an  average  age  of 
75-24  years.  This  class  yields  a percentage  of  all  deaths  of  15-67;  and  a death 
rate  per  thousand  of  population  of  all  ages  of  2-33. 

The  oldest  person  whose  death  is  recorded  reached  the  age  of  88  years, — the 
youngest  survived  only  a few  minutes. 

16  deaths  were  registered  under  this  head,  this  being  exactly  the  same 
number  as  in  1895,  This  is  equal  to  a Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of  1-2  per 
thousand  population  of  all  ages  and  to  a percentage  of  all  deaths  for  the  year 
of  8-64. 


The  numbers  recorded  under  each  separate  Zymotic  Disease  are  given  in 
tabular  form  below,  together  with  the  percentage  of  all  deaths,  and  the  number 
due  to  each  in  1894  and  1895. 


DISEASE 

No.  of  Deaths 

Per  cent  of  all 
deaths 

No.  of  deaths 
in  1895. 

No.  of  deaths 
in  1894. 

Small-Pox 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Measles 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Scarlet-Fever 

3 

1-62 

3 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

0-54 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

4-32 

1 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1-08 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea 

2 

1-U8 

10 

0 

16 

8 - 64 

16 

20 

Was  responsible  for  8 deaths  in  contrast  to  1 in  1895. 

Occasional  cases  have  been  treated,  but  no  general  epidemic  visited  the 
district  during  the  year,  and  happily  no  deaths  were  recorded  under  this  head. 

13  deaths  were  due  to  this  wasting  disease.  This  is  an  increase  of  3 on  the 
number  recorded  during  1895. 

The  number  recorded  is  equal  to  a percentage  of  7 of  all  deaths,  and  to  a 
Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of  1-04  per  thousand  population  at  all  ages. 

Were  responsible  for  27  deaths,  a decrease  of  13  on  the  number  recorded  in 
1895, 

The  number  recorded  is  equal  to  a percentage  of  all  deaths  of  14-59,  and  to 
a Total  Annual  Death  Rate  of  2 per  1,000  of  population  of  all  ages. 

Under  this  head  15  deaths  were  registered,  a decrease  of  11  on  the  year  1895. 

The  number  gives  a percentage  of  all  deaths  for  the  year  of  8-1.  and  is  equal  to 
a Total  Annual  Death  Kate  of  1-25  per  thousand  of  population  of  all  ages. 


This  disease  which  statistics  show  to  be  ori  the  increase,  caused  V deaths.  Cancel. 
This  number  is  equal  to  a per  centage  of  all  deaths  of  3'78 ; and  to  a Total 
Annual  Death  Rate  of  0‘56  per  thousand  population  of  all  ages. 

Only  one  death  was  due  to  this  cause  and  that  one  was  the  result  of  accidental  Injuries, 

suffocation,  an  infant  over-laid  in  bed.  No  death  from  violence  has  therefore  been 
recorded  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Three  Inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  and  verdicts  in  accordance  with  the  Inquests 
evidence  were  recorded.  It  must  be  a matter  of  regret  that  medical  evidence  is  so 
seldom  taken  in  such  Inquiries,  and  some  amendment  in  the  present  law  on  this 
point  seems  desirable  to  render  Coroner's  Inquests  a full  record  of  ascertained  facts. 

The  foregoing  report  of  Vital  Statistics  is  one  in  many  respects  highly 
satisfactory  in  comparison  with  that  of  last  year.  The  Total  Annual  Birth  Rate 
is  higher  by  '79  than  the  previous  year,  w’hilst  the  Total  Annual  Death  Rate  is 
lower  by  3'5 ; this  being  contributed  to  by  various  classes  of  disease  in  which  a 
less  number  of  deaths  has  been  recorded.  The  Infantile  Mortality  has 
fallen  45'43. 


The  Sanitary  Work  of  the  district  has  received  constant  attention  from  the  Sanitary  "Work. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself. 


An  increase  of  notifications  of  this  class  of  disease  is  recorded  under  every 
head  except  Erysipelas.  Scarlet  Fever  is  responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
increase,  and  attention  has  already  been  directed  to  this  in  my  special  report  of 
October  ISlh,  1896,  in  w'hich  the  recent  epidemic  was  fully  dealt  with. 


Notification  of 
Infectious 
Diseases. 


The  Total  number  of  notifications  of  every  class  of  Infectious  Disease  is  100, 
as  compared  wdth  42  in  1895  ; an  increase  of  58. 


The  distribution  and  comparative  record  of  last  years  are  shown  in  the 
appended  table  : — 

Sent  to  Hospital 
Scarlet  Enteric 


Scarlet  Fever  Enteric  Fever  Erysipelas  Fever  Fever 


Cleckheaton 

64  (1895  - 24) 

8 (1895  - 

2) 

8 (1895 

- 9) 

42 

3 

Scholes 

N ( „ - 2) 

0(  „ - 

1) 

0(  „ 

0) 

8 

0 

Oakenshaw 

2 ( - 4) 

0(  „ - 

0) 

1( 

0) 

1 

0 

Totals 

80  (30) 

8 

(3) 

9 

(9) 

51 

3 

Considering  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  the  mortality  (3 
deaths)  is  favourable.  The  adoption  of  prompt  measures  terminated  the  epidemic 
tvhich  was  assuming  a serious  aspect.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  Staff  of  the  Joint  Hospital  upon  whose  time  and  resources  a 
considerable  tax  was  imposed. 

The  Hospital  continues  to  grow  in  public  favour  63’75  eligible  cases  being 
transferred  in  1896,  as  against  50%  in  1895  and  1894. 


Premises  of  various  kinds  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  both  systematically  and  in  response  to  special  complaints  received  from 
time  to  time. 


Sanitary 

Inspection. 


Satisfactory  results  in  the  removal  of  Sanitary  defects  and  abatement  of 
nuisances  have  in  some  cases  been  achieved  without  the  formality  of  a report  to 
you,  though  in  some  cases  delay  has  occured  in  consequence  of  this  method  of 
procedure  and  a report  has  been  necessary  at  length.  It  appears  advisable 
to  me,  however,  where  practicable,  to  ensure  to  property  owners  an  opportunity  of 
Sanitary  reform  without  a resort  to  the  formal  serving  of  a notice. 


Public  Health. 


With  the  prospectus  completion  of  the  new  sewers  1 desire  to  record  my 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  water-carriage  system,  and  the  hope  that  this  may  grow 
in  popularity  and  be  encouraged  in  preference  to  the  old  objectionable  privy 
midden  system.  The  advantages  to  the  inhabitants  of  houses  in  times  of 
sickness  and  as  a matter  of  daily  comfort  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 

It  would  also  be  more  satisfactory  to  see  more  dwellings  being  erected  with 
bath-rooms,  thus  securing  to  the  occupiers  an  important  accessory  to  the 
preservation  of  health  and  efficient  treatment  of  disease. 

The  present  year  is  one  of  some  importance  by  reason  of  the  Record  Reign 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  Cleckheaton  does  not  yet  appear  to  have  taken  any 
step  towards  the  commemoration  of  this  event.  The  present  position  of  the  town 
however  which  possesses  no  hospital  for  the  reception  of  those  cases  suffering  from 
injury  or  requiring  surgical  operative  treatment  cannot  be  viewed  without  regret. 

This  is  not  a matter  properly  within  the  Council’s  province,  but  I suggest  that 
some  step  be  taken  by  you  to  call  a public  meeting  to  consider  this  question. 

A small  Accident  Hospital  properly  safe-guarded  from  abuse  and  in  whose 
management  the  medical  profession  of  the  town  participated  would  be  as  great  an 
acquisition  to  the  District  as  the  handsome  Town  Hall  erected  on  a similar 
occasion  11  years  ago. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  Yours, 

C.  HAROLD  DYER,  M.B.,  and  C.M.,  Aberd. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall,  Cleckheaton. 
March  2nd,  /897. 


